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INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 ISO-OO CIAE-00 NSAE-00 RSC-01 EB-11 

DRC-01 /041W 

013943 

R 032245Z SEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4195 

UNCLAS GUATEMALA 4766 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, GT 

SUBJECT: REQUESTED BIO INFORMATION ON MANUEL MENDEZ ESCOBAR 
AND ROBERTO MAZARIEGOS GODOY 

REF: STATE 192558 

1. MANUEL MENDEZ ESCOBAR ASSUMED HIS PRESENT POSITION 
AS HEAD OF BANK OF GUATEMALA SOON AFTER INAUGURATION 
OF LAUGERUD ADMINISTRATION IN JULY. FROM 1970 TO 1974 

HE SERVED AS MANAGER OF THE BANK. 

2. MENDEZ WAS BORN AT PATZUN, CHIMALTENANGO DEPARTMENT 
ON MAY 4. 1932. HE IS MARRIED. HE VISITED THE U.S. IN 
SEPTEMBER, 1973 AS MEMBER GUATEMALA DELEGATION 

TO LAST YEAR'S IMF-IBRD MEETINGS. WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED 
MANAGER OF THE BANK IN 1970, MENDEZ WAS DESCRIBED BY 
EMBOFFS AS "RESPECTED YOUNG ECONOMIST," AND THIS 
ASSESSMENT HAS NOT CHANGED. HE IS ABLE, INTELLIGENT; 

AND ARTICULATE CAREER CIVIL SERVANT, AND A MEMBER OF 
UPPER MIDDLE CLASS. NO INFORMATION ON ENGLISH ABILITY. 

3. ROBERTO MAZARIEGOS GODOY WAS BORN JUNE 4, 1932 
AT AMATITLAN, GUATEMALA DEPARTMENT. HE CURRENTLY 
HOLDS POST FORMERLY HELD BY MENDEZ, MANAGER OF BANK 
OF GUATEMALA. HIS PREVIOUS POSITION WAS THAT OF 
ASSISTANT MANAGER. POST CONSIDERS HIM TO BE 
INTELLIGENT AND ABLE CAREER CIVIL SERVANT. 
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4. MAZARIEGOS EARNED A DEGREE IN ECONOMICS FROM 
GUATEMALA'S SAN CARLOS UNIVERSITY IN 1964. HE IS 
MARRIED AND HAS THREE CHILDREN. HE LISTS WATER SPORTS 
AS HIS HOBBIES AND HAS A DIETARY RESTRICTION AGAINST 
FRIED FOOD. IN 1973 HE WAS NOMINATED FOR AN IVG, BUT 
AFTER REPEATED SCHEDULING PROBLEMS THE POST WITHDREW 
HIS NOMINATION IN MARCH, 1974. MAZARIEGOS HAS A FAIR 
KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH, BUT AT THE TIME OF IVG NOMINATION 
POST RECOMMENDED THAT HE BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN INTERPRETER. 
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